FLEET  CANAL  AND  THAMES  QUAY
to affect their worth. Some might be increased in value, others
reduced. Below the bridge there would have been no need to
legislate for the latter, but conditions above the bridge were
very different and, as it has sometimes been contended that the
quay was an unqualified improvement for all concerned, it is
perhaps important to realize how little resemblance there was
between the two areas.  Below the bridge the river was a main
source of wealth, and accommodation had to be provided along
its banks for all the major shipping using the port* Despite the
East India Company's use of reaches below the Pool, and the
growing competition of sufferance wharves, the demand re-
mained heavy and the available space none too great. Wharves
and storehouses were the most profitable line of development
for land fronting on to the river, and ordinary commercial
demand had caused them to cover the whole of it. The speed
with which they had been cleared of rubbish, and the willing-
ness of their owners to spend large sums in raising them testify
to the profits which they were earning.   Above the Bridge
conditions were very different.   The water-front there had
already succumbed to that slow course of development which
has driven, and still drives, the great ships farther and farther
down the river. The drawbridge no longer swelled the bridge-
masters' revenues with its tolls, and without it large vessels
could not pass through to the upper river. The days of Queen-
hithe's glory had passed and Billingsgate, once the inferior, had
long outdistanced its rival. By the year of the Fire traffic above
the bridge consisted mainly of lighters and barges* The need
for wharves there, though it was growing with the growth of
London, was smaller than the need below the bridge, and their
uses were somewhat different.  Queenhithe still received its
cargoes of meal, and with them an increasing quantity of fruit,
but much of the waterborne trade using the area between the
Temple and the bridge consisted of bulky commodities for
which storage was also required. Timber, building materials
and coals were all prominent* Seasonal imports, their disposal
might be spread throughout the year. Too heavy to be moved
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